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shall be " taken, accepted and reputed " as
such, and therefore arrange for a new system,
legislative and judicial, that shall fill the gap
made by the withdrawal of his powers from
the Pope. It was a new thing to part from
Rome; but the royal supremacy, now em-
phasised, was as old as English kingship.
The King had always been supreme over all
his subjects, clergy and laity, and over all
their affairs.

Neither Henry nor his subjects dreamed
that a new Church was being established.
The old Church, its clergy, its rites and
revenues went on as before. Into the last
a grave inroad was made when by surrender,
attainder and parliamentary suppression the
monasteries disappeared. Yet it must be
remembered that the monks were steadily
encroaching on the parish clergy, and that with
the suppression the turning of comfortable
rectories into poor vicarages came to an end.
But a multitude of clergy who had been paid
to sing services in monastic churchm now
lost their work, and the number of the unem-
ployed was also increased by all the regulars
who had to eke out their little pensions by
such clerical work as they could get. This
superfluity of clergy had important effects.
It emptied the Universities by deterring young